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table of contents

Preface

Acknowledgements

part one: the collapse of belief 

1. Welcome to the postmodern world

Intro

Forced To Be Free

The New Polarization

Global Memes

The Threat And The Promise

2. To See the Wizard

Intro

When Worlds Collide

Bombthrowers And Mindblowers

The Sociology Of Knowledge

General Semantics

The Sixties: Counterculture And Counterreality

Nihilist Chic

part two: postmodern visions

3. Science and the creative brain

Intro

Cognition And Creation

Categories

Constructing A World, And Making It Fit

Creating Scientific Truth

4. The Meanings of Literature

Intro

The Center Does Not Hold

What's The Text Here?

The Deconstruction Derby

Deconstructing Law

The End And Beginning Of Stories

part three: the theatre of reality

5. Making Beliefs and Making Believe

Intro

In Our Time

Making A People

The Birth Of The Self

Public Opinion

Getting Into The Act

Pseudoevents And Real Life

6. Being Someone: The Construction of Personal Reality

Intro

Playing The Game

Constructivist Therapy: A Game Of Ethics And Politics

To Be Somebody Female

Camp Culture: Being Somebody In Quotes

The Drug Route: How To Be Anybody, Or Be Nobody And Feel Good About It

The Search For Goodness

7. Democracy's Dilemma

Intro

Early California Dreaming

A Star Is Born

Radical Theater

The Approximate Nation

Democracy's Dilemma

PART FOUR: FAITH AND FREEDOM

8. The Magic Bazaar

Intro

The Belief Basket Of The World

Primitive Chic

Cult And Countercult

Keeping The Faith

The Pope's Predicament

Almost-Postmodern Theologies

9. The Two Faces of God

Intro

If You See The Buddha On The Road, Kill Him

The Dervish Deconstructionists

Exoteric Religion: You Better Believe It

Yin And Yang

The Uses And Misuses Of Esoterica

PART FIVE: WORLDVIEW

10. All the World's a Stage

Intro

The Greatest Show On Earth

Satanic Versus

Global Noble Lies

11. The Emergent Fiction

Intro

Glimpses Of A Zeitgeist: Five Metatrends

Hints Of A Civilization: Six Norms

Problems For Everybody: Two Mega-Issues

A Story About Stories

Notes

Index

Formatting and table of contents extraction by http://www.egodeath.com

The Cybernetic Theory of Ego Transcendence

